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Federal lab representatives visit
Easton to discuss tech opportunities

By RICHARD MCNEY
Chesapeake Business Ledger Editor

EASTON — The sentiment echoed
throughout the day at the Eastern
Shore Federal Laboratory Consortium
(FLC)/Economic Development
Seminar was that there is great oppor-
tunity for local businesses and entre-
preneurs to collaborate with federal
laboratories.

The seminar, hosted March 12 by
Federal Laboratory Consortium (FLC)
for Technology Transfer Mid-Atlantic
Region at Krystal Q Conference
Center, brought together federal labo-
ratory representatives, local business
people, economic development offi-
cials and representatives of academia
to discuss the opportunities, success
stories and the process of transferring
technologies from federal labs to pri-
vate industry.

FLC was established by Congress as
a national organization to foster the
transfer of technology developed in
federal labs to the private sector and
other government agencies. The mis-
sion of the consortium is to add value
to the federal agencies, laboratories
and their partners to accomplish the
rapid integration of research and devel-
opment resources within the main-
stream of the U.S. economy.

The Mid-Atlantic region of the con-
sortium consists of more than 70 feder-
al laboratories and agencies. The
region focuses on federal research and
development assets in Pennsylvania,
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, West
Virginia and the District of Columbia.

The seminar was sponsored by FLC,
the Maryland Technology
Development Corporation (TEDCO),
the Chesapeake Bay Region Technical
Center of Excellence, Caroline and
Worcester counties, the Mid Shore
Regional Council and the Tri-County
Council for the Lower Eastern Shore of
Maryland. FLC Mid-Atlantic Region
Coordinator John Emond, who is also
NASA Collaboration Program manag-
er, introduced each speaker and led
the seminar.

“FLC is making a commitment,” he
said. “What we are trying to do is fos-
ter a relationship that is ongoing and
this is kind of the opening part of that
continuity of collaboration and partner-
ship.”

According to Adam Suri of the
Maryland Department of Business and
Economic Development (DBED), who
gave the opening remarks, the federal
government spends $12 to $14 billion
annually on research and development
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NASA Collaboration Program Manager and Federal Laboratory Consortium
(FLC) for Technology Transfer Mid-Atlantic Region Coordinator John Emond
introduced each speaker and led the seminar held at Krystal Q Conference

Center on March 12.

in Maryland. The state’s federal
research and development investment
is ranked first in the country on a per
capita basis and second overall, he
said. Maryland ranks first in the
amount of money invested in research
and development by the National
Institutes of Health (NIH) and third in
the amount of research and develop-
ment money invested in its universi-
ties, he said, adding that the state has
more than 92 federal research facili-
ties.

The seminar featured a federal lab
panel, economic development panel,
business panel and academia panel.
The federal lab panel included presen-
tations by representatives from the
United States Department of
Agriculture-Agricultural ~ Research
Service (ARS), the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration and
NIH.

ARS Technology Transfer
Coordinator Robert Griesbach said his
organization is already doing a lot of
work with the Eastern Shore. He said
75 ARS researchers are working with
companies and universities on the
Eastern Shore, involving 134 agree-
ments and $12 million in investments
to complete these projects.

Talbot County Office of Economic
Development Director Paige Bethke
spoke on the economic development
panel, giving an overview of Talbot
County’s economy.

“We would like you to bring your sci-
ence projects to our backyard,” Bethke

said.

She was part of the Eastern Shore
planning team that organized the sem-
inar. Other members of the planning
team included Mid Shore Regional
Council Executive Director Scott
Warner, Chesapeake Bay Region
Technical Center of Excellence CEO
John General, Caroline Technology
Park Marketing Director Cynthia
Pyron, Dorchester County Economic
Development Director Brad
Broadwell, Tri-County Council for the
Lower Eastern Shore of Maryland
Executive Director Mike Pennington,
DBED representative Mindie
Burgoyne and Worcester County
Economic Development Director
Jerry Redden.

TEDCO  Vice  President of
Technology Transfer and
Commercialization James Poulos gave
an overview of the financial assistance
his organization can provide to compa-
nies and laboratories. TEDCO’s
Maryland Technology Transfer Fund
(MTTF) can provide funding for
Maryland companies who wish to
develop technology-based products or
services in collaboration with the uni-
versities or federal laboratories in
Maryland. TEDCO has 92 companies
who have completed MTTF projects
and 150 in the system, he said. TEDCO
has supported those companies with
$8.2 million and they have received an
additional $260 million from angel
investors and others, he said. TEDCO
has been ranked the number one seed

stage funder in the nation for four
years in a row, he said.

The business panel featured Vince
Kelly, founder of Green Eyes LLC,
which designs and implements inte-
grated and fully automated nutrient
monitoring systems that can measure
various nutrients and ecosystem
health indicators in bodies of water at
high frequencies and post the findings
automatically to the Web. The business
grew out of research Kelly was
involved with at the University of
Maryland Center for Environmental
Science, Horn Point Laboratory in
Cambridge. Kelly works at the lab as a
research assistant.

The seminar also featured an acade-
mia panel with Salisbury University
Interim Dean of Science Mike Folkoff,
University of Maryland MTES
(Maryland Technology Extension
Service) Senior Technical Consultant
Charles Carr and University of
Maryland Center for Environmental
Science, Horn Point Laboratory
Deputy Director Elizabeth Spahr.

After a panel on agreement mecha-
nisms for partnerships between private
industry and federal labs, two success
stories were presented. Woody
Ruszala, an engineer with IntelliTech
Microsystems Inc. in Bowie, told how
his company is collaborating with ARS.
The company provides digital imaging
and monitoring of vegetation using
unmanned airborne vehicles.
President and CEO ].J. Lin of Imagilin
Technologies in Potomac also told how
his company is collaborating with ARS
to make and market new treatments
for poultry parasite control.

At the end of the seminar, those in
attendance discussed what the next
steps can be to benefit federal labs,
economic development organizations,
academia and industry in Eastern
Shore technology development.

“We have established the beginning
phase of continuing collaboration,”
Emond said. “Now we need to foster
existing collaboration and establish
newer areas of collaboration.”

The group discussed holding an
Eastern Shore technology transfer
showcase. This would feature federal
labs exhibiting their available technolo-
gy; the event would be open to busi-
nesses and entrepreneurs.

“I think (the seminar) was very suc-
cessful and it will have an impact on the
economy,” General said. “The next
step is probably to do some tech show-
cases.”

Delmarva Recycling to
hold Earth Day can drive

CAMBRIDGE — Delmarva Recycling Inc.
will hold its seventh annual Aluminum
Can Drive in celebration of Earth Day
from April 14 to 19.

Customer Appreciation Day is
Saturday, April 19, and the company
will offer free food, music, contests and
prizes.

Each year, Delmarva Recycling has
chosen a local charity to receive a por-
tion of the proceeds from the alu-
minum can drive. This year’s benefici-
ary is Big Brothers Big Sisters. In the
past, Habitat for Humanity and the
Village of Hope have benefited from
the program. Last year, Delmarva
Recycling recycled more than a million
pounds during Earth Week.

Delmarva Recycling has been serving
the Delmarva Peninsula since 1936
and is located at 2928 Ocean Gateway
in Cambridge, as well as in Salisbury
and Bishopyville.

For more information, call 410-546-
1111 or visit www.delmarvarecycling
.com.

Haythe joins Dorchester
economic development

CAMBRIDGE — Keasha Haythe has
recently joined the Dorchester County
Department of Economic
Development as
business attraction
and expansion
manager.

Haythe previously
worked for Queen
Anne’s County for
Six years as the eco-
nomic development
specialist, focusing
on business reten-
tion and expansion
efforts.

“We are very fortunate to have Ms.
Haythe join us to promote our county
and maintain a strong Economic
Development program,” said
Dorchester County Council President
William Nichols. “She shares our com-
mitment to excellence and brings with
her significant experience and a work-
ing knowledge of the needs of the
Eastern Shore. My fellow council
members and I look forward to her
continuing to get to know the local
business leaders and encouraging new
business to discover Dorchester
County.”

Haythe is a member of the
International Economic Development
Council, National Business Incubation
Association and Maryland Economic
Development Association. She can be
contacted at Khaythe@docogonet.com
or 410-228-0155.
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