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Resources to Get a Business Started 



The Power of Family 



Economic Development 

ÅHave almost unlimited 

resources to assist the 

growth of your company 

ïReal Estate 

ïLow interest Loans 

ïInvestors 

ïTax Benefits 

ïTraining Fundsé 
The Power of Community 

 





The Power of PR 



Small Business Innovative Research 

ÅPhase I: $100,000 

ÅProbabilities to win Phase I: 1/10 

ÅProposal length: 20 pages 

 

ÅPhase II: $750,000 - $1M 

ÅProbability to win: 1/2.5  

The Power of SBIR 



About of the SBIR Process 

ÅWarning: You canôt live off SBIRôs 

 

ÅHow to get started? 

ïTeam with people who have done it beforeé 

 

ÅGo to the National Conference 

ïVery Valuable  

 
The Power of SBIR 



Advantages of Government 

Funded R&D 

ÅPrograms to compete for are easy to find 

ÅPrograms are often large 

ÅIntellectual Property can be owned 

ÅEquipment can be furnished 

ÅThe government pays its bills 



Advantages of Private Sector R&D 

ÅHigher rates 

ÅCan supply equipment  

ïWill trade equipment for work 

ïWill provide money for you to buy equipment 

ÅIntellectual property usually owned by 

customer ï not a positive, however 

ïSometimes possible to share IP  

ÅCan become your business partner 



Awards 

 

 

Å̀R&D 100 Award ï CFOAM 

Å R&D 100 Award ï MetPreg 

Å R&D 100 Award ï NxSEM 

Å R&D 100 Award ï CSTONE 

 

Å  3 Time Tibbetts Award Winner 

 

Å  National Blue Chip Enterprise Award, the U.S.                                  

 Chamber of Commerceôs Highest Business Award 

 

Å  Inc. 500 Fastest-Growing U.S. Companies  

 

Å  Entrepreneur of the Year: Ernst & Young 

 

Å  Small Business Person of the Year: SBA 

 

Å  Young Entrepreneur of the Year: SBA 

 

ÅPresented the ñGovernor's Cup Awardò from the 

 Southern Growth Policies Board 

 

The Power of PR 



Touchstone Technologies  

The Power of SBIR 





Nano-Reinforced Aluminum 







CEASE: Composite Energy 

Absorbing Structure 



Algae to Biodiesel  




